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O Municipio de Tourcoing, com uma
superficie de 1.511 Ha, comporta uma
populacédo de aproximadamente 92.000
habitantes, onde a idade média da
populagéo ronda os 31 anos. Situada
na comuna francesa do departamento
do Nord-Pas-de-Calais, beneficia da
proxima localizacdo da cidade
metropolitana de Lille e da fronteira
belga.

Em termos histéricos Tourcoing é
mencionada oficialmente pela primeira
vez em 1080.

O primeiro senhor de Tourcoing foi
Bauduin Il. Nos séculos XIV-XV, a Guerra
dos Cem anos e a Grande Peste
devastaram a populagéo por completo.
Apesar de tudo, Tourcoing é cedida em
1485 a Baudin de Lannoy. Neste periodo
é desenvolvida a Feira Francesa,
reunindo produtos e mercadores de
varias origens. Ja no século XIX, com
a Revolucao Industrial, com a
mecanizacao dos sistemas produtivos
e com o aparecimento dos caminhos-
de-ferro, a populagdo aumenta e o
sector téxtil assiste a um crescimento
exponencial reassumindo a sua
predominancia enquanto sector de
actividade.

Durante as Grandes Guerras a
populagdo passa novamente por
dificuldades, conseguindo sempre
subverter a situacao.

Actualmente o Municipio oferece
excelentes infra-estruturas; conta com
um enorme patriménio histérico e uma
vida cultural bastante desenvolvida e
eclética.

The Municipality of Tourcoing, covering
1,611 he in area and with approximately
92,000 inhabitants, is located in the
department of Nord Pas-de-Calais and
benefits from its proximity to the city of
Lille, on the Belgian border. The average
age of its population is 31 years of age.
In historical terms, Tourcoing is
mentioned for the first time officially in
the year 1080.

The first lord of Tourcoing was Bauduin
Il. In the 14th — 15th centuries, the
Hundred Year’s War and the Black
Plague nearly decimated the population
completely.

Despite this, Tourcoing was ceded to
Bauduin de Lannoy in 1485. At this time,
the French Fairs were established,
bringing in products from all sorts of
origins. With the advent of the Industrial
Revolution in the 19th century, the
mechanization of manufacturing and the
expansion of the railways, the population
increased and the textile industry
enjoyed intense growth which returned
it to prominence in the local economy.
During the First and Second World Wars,
the population also suffered hardships
but was always able to bounce back.
The Municipality currently offers
excellent infrastructures, offering many
heritage sites and a well-developed and
eclectic cultural life.
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[ Lugares de interesse
- Hospicio d'Havré
- Liceu d’Etat Gambetta
- Liceu Colbert
- Hospital Gustave-Dron
- Gare de Tourcoing
- Instituicdo Sacré-Coeur

] Festas e Tradicoes
. Grande prémio internacional
de luta
. Feira francesa
. Campeonato de esgrima
. Festival de Jazz
. Festa das acendalhas
. Boucles tourquennoises
(atletismo)

A nivel de actividades de
cooperacao destacam-se as
abaixo indicadas, distribuidas
pelas seguintes areas:
- Cultural (representacdo musical
e etnografica)
- Social (visitas oficiais;
participagdo em comemoragdes
/ Inauguragdes)
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[ Places of Interest
- Hospicio d'Havré
- The Gambetta Public High
School
- The Colbert High School
- The Gustave-Dron Hospital
- The Tourcoing Railway Station
- Instituicdo Sacré-Coeur

[ Festivals and Traditions
. International Grand Prix of
Wrestling
. The French Fairs
. Fencing Championships
. The Tourcoing Jazz Festival
. Festa das acendalhas
. The Boucles Tourquennoises
(atletismo)

To cite some of cooperation
activities in which both cities have
joined together, the following is
a list, divided into specific areas:
- Cultural (musical performances
and ethnographic events)
- Social (official visits;
participation in commemorations
/ inaugurations)

[ Contactos/Contact:
Place Victor Hassebroucq
59200 Tourcoing

site: www.tourcoing.fr
tel: + 033 32 023 3700
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